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LETTER TO A FRIEND, 


0 n 0 


In a private Correſpondence, made ſome 
Inquiries reſpecting it, 


A N D 
At whoſe Requeſt the following appears in Public, 


By a Country CLERGYMAN, 


Minima de Mals. 


STRATFORD: Printed by T. B. WAL FORD. 
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IMPARTIAL THOUGHTS, &e. 
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8 of your inquiries reſpecting the 
3 Teſt; At, ſo much talked of at this 
time, I confeſs myſelf incompetent to an- 
ſwer, fo as ſatisfactorily to reſolve you in; 
having neither books nor leiſure for the 
purpoſe. Beſide which, I never trouble 
myſelf with politics, and the infinitely 
abſtruſe definitions of the law, leaving 
them to the great and wiſe men of the 
State, whole province more immediately 
it is. Yet, as the Teſt Act has an imme- 
diate reference to Religion, at leaſt to 
the principal appendage of it, viz. the 


Sacrament, I will, according to your re- 
queſt, give you my thoughts it on impar- 
tally and without reſerve. 

It 


„ 


It cannot but be obſerved and lamented 
by every conſiderate and pious Chriſtian- 
much more by Miniſters who have any 
ſerious conſideration and ſenſe of the ſa- 
credaels of divine things, how the Sacra- 
ment, the Ordinance of the Lord's Sup- 
per, the celebration of which was inſtituted 
and ordained for the remembrance of 
His pafſion and death, is, by the Teſt Act, 
profanely and ſacrilegiouſly ſubſtituted for 
a political tool and an engine of State, 
whereby (too oſten) Infidels and profane 
perſons come at civil offices and power. 
Thus a grand mean of Hiritual grace is 
converted into a mean of temporal emolu- 
ment. May not, muft not, this fin be charged 
upon the Legiſlature, which requires re- 
ceiving the Holy Communion as a quali- 
fication for worldly truſts and intereſts, 
from ſuch perſons as will not ſeruple to 
comply with its injunction and requirement 
rather than loſe the honours or privileges 

aimed 
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aimed at, and to which they cannot arrive 


without this inſtrument of our Lord's in- 
ſtitution, and in ſome caſes their livelihood, 
their all? At this all conſeiencious Mi- 
niſters have ever grieved in being obliged 
to adminſter it to ſuch as were known to 
receive it from no other motive, and 
with no other view, than to qualify 
themſelves for office, and who other- 
wiſe would not have thought of receiv- 


ing it at all. I ſay obliged to adminiſter 
it; being not able to prove by legal evi- 
| dence their diſqualification, being not ſuch 
open and profeſſed Atheiſts, or ſuch flagrant 
and ſcandalous characters, as might legally 
be convicted, againſt whom alone Miniſters 
have any remedy. Admitting the law 
does not make it impracticable for a com- 
municant, in ſome meaſure, to receive this 
Ordinance according to its original inſtitu» 
tion, viz. the remembrance of Chriſt's 
death: Yet it requires it to be received 


for 


ET 
for worldly ends and ſecul ar hurpaſes, con- 


trary to its nature and tendency, aud to the 


| alone purpoſe for which it was ordained; 
which was to be a Teſt of our Lord's 


[faithful and true Diſciples, not of the King 
of England's loyal ſubjects. 


1 admit it will evidently appear to every 
eandid reader, and impartial inquirer after 
truth in this affair, that the Teſt Act was 
made to exclude Papiſts as well as Diſſen- 
ters, from poſts of truſt and places of in- 
fluence in the State, being known to be 
diſaffected, and as bitter enemies as any, to 
the reformed Government. Hence the 
Teſt of receiving the Communion, accord- 
ing to the uſage of the Church of England, 
was fixed upon to exclude them likewiſe 
from Civil Offices; it being well known that 
they were not allowed to this by their Re- 
ligion, nor by their Guides who deemed it 
it no leſs than, Hereſy. if it was principally 


intended to exclude even occaſional Non- 
conformilts 
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conformiſts of all ſorts; other more proper 
and effeftual means would very probably 
have been taken; inſomuch that many of 
theſe might have complied with what the 
Act required without any violation of their 
conſcience. or Religion; and frequently; 
did ſo, out of their o choice, without any 
view to lecular advantage, much leſs merely, 
to quality themſelves for office. 


By theſe juſt and impartial hints I would 
not be underitood to countenance, or 
favour the Diſſenters in their preſent wiſh 
and application for. the repeal of the Teſt 
and Corporation Acts: No, but quite the 
reverſe. I think we have as much need to 
guard againſt Diſſenters, as our Forefathers 
had againſt Pajits; granting the Act was 
made againſt the latter only: Republican 
principles being no leſs contrary, and de- 
ſtructive to our mode of Government, in the 
civil and eccleſiaſtical conſtitution of this 


kingdom, than popiſh and manazchical are. 
g There 
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There is ſuch cloſe alliance, ſuch - inſepara- 
ble connexion, between civil and religion: 
liberty, between the government of the State 
and that of the Church in this kingdom, that 
he who diſapproves of the one cannot be 
well affected towards the other. I mean 
in plain words, that Diffenters who diſ- 
approve of the eccleſiaſtical, cannot be well 
wiſhers to the civil conſtitution of this 
realm; much leſs good and faithful exe- 
cutors and diſpenſers of that truſt and 
authority delegated to them by it. How 
they can pretend to be loyal and faith/ulſub- 
jects, much leſs officers, magiſtrates, &. I 
am at a loſs to know; when their very ſyſtem 
of Religion, and much more of Polity, re- 
probates the Idea of a King, or any other 
temporal power, interfering in eccleſiaſtical 
affairs. They muſt be unfaithful either 
in their Religion or in their Civil Truſts ; 
They muſt betray either their King or 
their God; according to their own notions.” 
Does 


L 91 
Does not the very name of King, and of 
every officer acting by his authority, excite 
their contempt and ridicule; eſpecially 
when it profeſſes the moſt diſtant author. 
ritative relation to the Chur ch * 


Religious liberty they have already, even 
as much as they deſire, and every en. 
couragement and protection from the State 
conducive thereto, Having this then, 
(which was once all that they profeſſed to 
deſire) why ſhould they now wiſh, and 
aſpire after, that civil power and authority 
which their own profeſſed principles con- 
demn, and which, if they are veſted with, 
they cannot but abuſe and pervert, or at 


leaſt exerciſe but in part, whenever it has 
to do with religious concerns 


It is to be feared, fuch will not ſcruple 
to juſtify their conduct and proceedings, 
however unjuſt and unconſtitutional, with 
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the ſame plea as their Forefathers juſtified 
their rebellion againſt their lawful Sove” 
reign, and the moſt atrocious deed recorded 
in the annals of hiſtory, viz. We wall * 


no King but Jeſus. 


If therefore the Legiſlature would {till 
| exclude, from poſts and places of influence 
and power, ſuch as are not well aſtected to 
the conſtitution, ſuch as m Diſſenters 
are ſuppoſed and known to be, why not 
ſolicited by the Clergy to adopt ſome other 
method of doing this than by proſtituting, 
for the purpoſe, the moſt ſacred thing in 
the world? It is to be hoped this motion 
will not be omitted, much leſs oppoſed, but 
rather on the contrary, taken into conſider- 
ation and reſolved, in all meetings of the 
Clergy for their defence of the conſtitution 
again Diſſenters ; being no leſs evil, and 
dangerous in its nature, than che removal of 
it would be, by the repeal of the Teſt Act, 

and- 
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a 
and for Diſſenters getting into places -of 
power in the State. Other more proper 
means, more conſiſtent with the nature of 


the things for which they are deſigned, 


may be thought of, and recommended as 


reſtraints, to debar and exclude from offices 
and power ſuch as are inimical to the con- 
ſtitution, than what the Teſt Act requires in 


its preſent form; ſuch as a ſolemn oath from 


all who are appointed into offices that they 
are ſincerely well aſfacted to the conſtitution; 
and are Aearteriy vgſolved to preſerve every 


branch of it inviolate; or ſome other ſuch 


means that the Legiſlators in their ſuperior 
wiſdom ſhall think proper to adopt. The 
above-mentioned one, or the like, in my 
humble opinion, would moſt effectually pre- 


vent bo:k the profanation of the Sacrament 


to purpoſes it never was deſigned; a 
grievance ſo juſtly and ſo much complained 
of; and alſo thoſe domeſtic contentions, in- 


teſtine brouls, and republican fatlions _ 
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muſt inevitably attend Diſſenters getting 
into power. 


From theſe obſervations I would not 


have it inferred and concluded that I ſup- 


poſe all Diſſenters indiſcriminately hoſtile 
to the king and conſtitution: No; I am ſo 
far from thinking this that I am perſuaded 
there are no better, no more obedient, faiths 
tul and loyal ſubjects in the King's dominion 
than ſome individuals of them are, Neither 
am I ſo uncharitable as to think they are To 
becauſe they muſt be ſo, at leaſt in appear- 
ance, knowing it vain, and even impolitic, 
to be otherwiſe. Yet when even the/e come 
into authorsty, and are put in mind, by their 
ambitious brethren, who are not led by che 
_ ſame ſpirit as themſelves, of their principles 
as C1/enters, and of their privileges as Citi- 
zens, they will be called upon, and expected 
to act according to the former, and by 
virtue of the latter, or be accuſed of de- 
| „„ 
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ſerting their religion, for the honours of 
advantages of the world. And it being 
impoſſible for them to act conſiſtenthy, and 
uniformly, with their profeſſion in both re- 
ſpects, we may eaſily gueſs which they 
will think themſelves, in conſcience, bound 
to favour, coincide with, and att for u, 
and what conſequences will from thence 
enſue, when they {hall have both Religion 
to juſtify, and Power to execute what they 


I confeſs a tous Diſſentet, who, from 
a true principal of Religion, thinks him- 
ſelf bound to obey the government under 
which he lives, not for wrath but for con- 
Jaence ſake, may, with greater ſaſtety, and 
with leſs fin, comply with the requirement 
of the Teſt AR, in receiving the Commu- 
nion in, and after the form of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, than an Infidel, or a'wicked 
and irrelig ious perſon can: Yet I could 
AS have 
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have no great opinion of the ſincerity and 
faithfulneſs of either to their prince, or to any 
official, public truſt they may hold under 
him, who could thus trifle with ſo facred 
an inſtitution of the King of Kings; I could 
expect no great probity, honour, or con- 
ſciencious fidelity to their King, from per- 
ſons that could be thus inſincere and treach- 
erous to their God. For he that would not 
. ſcruple thus to rebel againſt his - Maker, in 

abuſing and trifling with Religion, would 
not heſitate to rebel againſt his Prince, did 
his intereſt or humour lead that way. 


A' man may be a true lover of his King 
and Country, a ſincerely well-wiſher to 


the conſtitution, and may make a good and 
faithful officer in the State; and yet have 
not the leaſt principle of Religion in him. 
So likewiſe on the other hand, a man may 
have, ſo as to be actuated by, true Reli- 
gion, and make fully as good a ſubject, and 
8 even 


0 ]) 
even a more faithful and upright officer than 
the former, yet diſapprove of ſome things 
whereby to attain the reputable truſts, or 
beneficial preferments, he otherwiſe would 
wiſh, It is therefore hard, it is unreaſonable, 
and even imp ious, that the Law, as it does 


by the Teſt Act, ſhould oblige the one to 


be ſo great an Hypocrite as to put on, con- 


trary to his own conſcience, the moſt ſucred 
Jorm of Religion, when he knows he realy 


has none, which otherwiſe he vould not 
dare to do; and conſtrain the other to 
violate a tender conſcience, beſore he 
can enjoy the ſame privileges and honours 
as other loyal ſubjects; and, may be, before 
he can get to a way of honeſt livelihoods 
by ſerving: ſome office, or holding ſome 
poſt of truſt and reputation. I mean here 
the pious, and well-wiſhers to: the conſti- 
tution, among Diſſenters, ſuch as I make 
no doubt there are among them, 
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| Which of the two evils is the greateſt, 
retaining the ſacramental Teſt. Act as it 
now ſtands, or admitting Diſſenters to 
bear a part in the adminiſtration at govern- 
ment, is a queſtion, may be, too difficult, 
Z2lt preſent, to determine? In anſwer to 
which I ſhall, only ſhortly obſerve, that 
the former evil, being a proſtitution and an 
;abuſe of a. religious, divine and ſpiritual 
Tite, is, in its nature, of much more im- 
portance than the latter, being civil, human 
- Md pen only. 
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This query future . will beſt Fs: 
When you and I are moulder'd into duſt, 
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Jam yours, &c. 
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